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An Irishman /African in flux
I am an immigrant.
I don’t mean in the sense of “My grandmother came from Lithuania to South Africa in 
1935”. I am an immigrant born and raised in another place for half of my life. I was born 
out of Africa without baggage from Africa. 
I am an immigrant, but that doesn’t stop me wanting to be African. It doesn’t soothe the 
fact that Africa has entered my blood.  It doesn’t quiet my feeling of disgust when I return 
to my country of birth and see wealth and attitudes that have changed. 
I am an immigrant but I feel at home here, I feel alive here. This is the reason for my 
thesis. 
I am an immigrant. I live far from family and all I once knew. I travel the streets with a 
mixture of mistrust and awe. 
I am an immigrant and in Johannesburg I can smell the gold. I can taste it, the opportunity, 
the risks, the chances waiting to be taken. I can feel the power of the city waiting to aid 
or crush.
I am an immigrant but in the city I feel at home. In the streets of Newtown and the square I 
can sense an energy, I can feel safe to be an immigrant in the city. I can take photographs 
and sketch. I can sit and watch the bustle of Joburg go by. Because I am an immigrant this 
part of the city feels more welcoming, more familiar, more like home.
I am an immigrant. This is the journey of my thesis.
Left: A skateboarder waits on Makeba Street, on the wall behind him is written “Understand the past to know your future”.

Title 
New Town
Subtitle
Investigating an Urban Public Space
This thesis will explore the concept of urban public space, squares and the concept that 
the public realm has an effect on the quality of people lives. Mary Fitzgerald square in 
Newtown, Johannesburg will form the main subject for research. Newtown has a history of 
use and disuse leading to its degradation in the nineteen seventies and eighties, then its 
growth in the nineties to its status as a City Improvement District (CID) in 2007. 
The thesis will explore the effects of this growth and improvement and assess what its 
effects will be and have been on Newtown. By looking at primary uses in the area such 
as office, retail and residential development the architectural part of the thesis will focus 
on a library with mixed use program on the edge of the square. This will enliven the area 
through diversity of activities.
The building will offer opportunities for learning, development and recreation for people 
who live in Johannesburg while promoting a healthy interaction with the square encouraging 
increased use by the citizens of the city.
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Proposition
Public space and interaction with public space is an issue of contention on many levels in 
South Africa. 
•What is public space?
•How public is it?
•Who uses it?
•Is public space confined or determined by public/private access?
•How do we address the issue of access to public space, be it desirable or even contested 
public space?
•How does diversity of use affect public space?
Public space can be paralleled to the concept of home. Within public space to a certain 
degree one looks for their identity. The places that we live in influence us negatively 
or positively no matter what we do. At home one goes to see familiar things, to have 
truths reaffirmed in a world that is often contradictory to what we believe in (De Botton 
2006:107). Home can be described as a place where we reaffirm and recharge ourselves 
on our own terms. 
Does this mean that public space is the place where we align ourselves with what  we 
believe the world wants us to be? 
Public space has long been used by authority to plant ideas and feelings into the hearts 
of their citizens. Either in medieval Venice where Piazza San Marco instilled a feeling of 
civic pride and belonging into the everday Venetian (Bacon 1967:87) or Communist Russia 
where Red Square was a place to display the power and military might of the USSR.
“We depend on our surroundings obliquely to embody the moods and ideas we respect and 
then to remind us of them. We look to our buildings to hold us, like a kind of psychologoical 
mould, to a helpful vision of ourselves”. (De Botton 2006:107)
In Johannesburg our stock of public space is limited. We can see that certain public spaces 
due to location and architecture find different uses. For example in Johannesburg Beyers 
Naude Square in the centre of town is favoured as a site of protest. People gather there 
as a staging point on protest marches (Museum Africa Archives). So if public space has 
the propensity to affect mood, self worth and identity then the tools that we use and the 
An Africa day poster advertising a concert in Mary Fitzgerald Square.
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creation of public space is very powerful. This stands as both a challenge and a warning in 
the words of Alain de Botton,1 author of  “The Architecture of Happiness”;
“The same kind of banal thinking which will produce nothing worse than incoherent 
books and tedious plays can, when applied to architecture, leave wounds which will be 
visible from outer space”. (De Botton 2006: 224)
We are standing at a crossroads with regard to Johannesburgs future. On one side is a 
plan by the Johannesburg Development Agency to make Johannesburg a global city by 
2030 (JDA 2003: Degrees of Growth), on the other is the apathy, incompetence  and 
mismanagement that has plagued Johannesburg city councils in their dealings with 
Newtown (Mandy 1984:322). 
“A good environmental image gives its possessor an important sense of emotional 
security. He can establish an harmonius relationship between himself and the outside 
world.” (Lynch 1960:4)
Through taking a look at Newtown and Mary Fitzgerald Square in particular, this thesis 
will cast light on how urban public space is dealt with not only in Johannesburg but also 
internationally. It will expand and use the theory of  diversified mixed use and the resultant 
activity it creates. It will then propose a viable alternative for an important Johannesburg 
urban public space.
1 Alain de Botton is a Swiss writer who lives in London, he writes essayistic books and his style has been termed, philosophy of the everyday life. 
Other titles of his are “Essays in Love” and “How Proust can change your Life”. (Alain de Botton: INTERNET)
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Introduction
Feelings are easily attached to places, danger, fear, safety, happiness a sense of community. 
What is it that helps attach these feelings? In the first place it is the environment. The 
environment can be populated or deserted, busy, built up or derelict. It all evokes a 
response in people. So if environment is our main stimulai then in the urban realm whoever 
controls the built environment controls us? 
“Space is not a photocopy of society, it is society. Social processes influence space 
by acting on the built environment. The notion of space need not be understood in 
a strictly geometric sense, but understood as social production.” (De Abreu 2005, 
Lefebvre 1991:20)
This has been so since the start of civilisation. Unfortunately, this can be used in a positive 
and negative manner as was the case in South Africa with the Apartheid regime and its 
urban planning policies.
Segregation
Controlled segregation in South Africa began with the exploitation of black workers at 
the diamond mines in Kimberley in the late nineteenth century. This is where the labour 
compound was pioneered. These “ethnic quadrangles” (Chipkin 1993: 199) were scantily 
furnished dormitories where black and Chinese men slept and lived while working on the 
mines. The rooms resembled mortuarires with concrete benches for beds stacked as high 
as the roof. Like cattle kraals (Chipkin 1993: 199) they were cut off from the life of the 
town and the mens lives consisted of contract work. They were moved from the compound 
to the mine and back again and were not allowed anywhere else during their stay. They 
were also not allowed leave before their contract was up. This method of providing cheap 
large labour force was highly successful for the mining companies and was extended to 
the mines in Johannesburg when the time came. It is described as “the most enduring and 
far-flung oscillating migrant labour system in history” (Chipkin 1993: 199) and it marked 
the beginning of segregation in South Africa seventy to eighty years before Apartheid. 
In 1924 the Urban Areas Act was passed, this act was the first legislation to enforce 
segregation it forced local authorities to set aside land for African occupation. (Bremner 
1999:B2). By 1933 the whole of Johannesburg was in theory declared white only and by 
1937 Black people had been forced south to Soweto (Bremner 1999:B2).
When the Nationalist Party took control of South Africa in 1948, they started to institute 
a legislatively based racial policy. This policy known as “Apartheid” or Afrikaans for 
“separateness” set about minimising contact between racial groups to a mere master-
Chapter 1 - Society
Characteristics of South African Cities as a result of the Group Areas Act 
of 1950 (CSIR 2001:15, After R.J. Davies).
“Public space is now being occupied 
in new ways previously uncluttered, 
sanitized urban parks and open 
spaces are now dotted with braziers 
and campfires, and used for storing 
goods overnight...pavements have 
become crowded with hawkers, 
tailors and hairdressers...white 
capital flees ever northwards in an 
attempt to preserve the illusion that 
money is clean and safe.” 
(Bremner,L. in Blank : architecture, apartheid and after. 1999)
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servant relationship. Through a series of Acts these laws got progressively stricter among 
the worst was the Group Areas Act 1950 which restricted where people of different racial 
groups had to live and where they could own land (Carter 1960: 55).  
“Under Apartheid, racial segregation, practised by previous governments to promote 
physical order and social control, became an instrument for the political and social 
exclusion of African people and their restriction to certain areas of economic life.” 
(Bremner,L. in Blank : architecture, apartheid and after. 1999)
Even though South Africa has been democratically governed for thirteen years the effects 
of forced segregation cannot be as easily undone as we might imagine. Unemployment in 
September 2006 sat at 25.5% (Prakesh Naidoo: INTERNET)1 resulting in South Africa having 
one of the largest gaps between rich and poor in the world (Business Report Website: 
INTERNET)2. This is most clearly shown in the townships and previously disadvantaged 
areas. 
South Africa faces an uncertain future and unfortunately social inequality is not the only 
pressing issue it faces. 
       
Disadvantaged Youth
According to the 2006 research paper intitled “Finding Work: Employment experiences of 
South African Graduates” published by the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC) of 
South Africa. Black graduates have a lower chance of easily finding work compared to their 
White colleagues. Through numerous statistical findings this paper shows that on average 
black graduates find work later than most and a large majority begin work in the civil 
service. Although the HSRC’s research is based on tertiary level graduate employment this 
situation is the same if not worse for less educated black school leavers and even more so 
for those who fail to complete matric. 
This phenomenon is particular to Black citizens for many reasons including the effects of 
the Group Areas Act 1950 mentioned previously.
After photograph by Luisa Smith
Foot Up
The concept of “foot up” is about 
empowerment. As a child we used to play 
soccer in the streets around my home in 
Dublin, Ireland. Our soccer ball would 
regularly get kicked over neighbours walls 
and to retrieve it I would get a foot up from a 
friend. This is a simple concept of advancing 
through empowering those around you.
1 Unemployment statistics cited from Statistics SA in Financial Mail article. Prakesh Naidoo (2007). Jobs on the rise. INTERNET. http://www.financial   
mail.co.za. Cited 6 July 2007.
“Indeed, a distinctive and legible enironment 
not only offers security but also heightens 
the potential depth and intensity of human 
experience”. (Lynch 1960:5)
2 Unamed. (2007).The wealth gap widens as the rich use debt as a financial tool. INTERNET. http://www.busrep.co.za. Cited 21 July 2007.
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The Public Realm
One of the ways in which Apartheid affects us is in our perception and ownership of public 
space. This can be quantified by the previous South African social condition of state- 
sanctioned racism, which still casts a light over everything we do. Because racism was 
entrenched into the South African pysche from a young age under the Apartheid regime it 
has bred a society of mistrust. Where although there might be an idea of living together 
and interacting as a non-racial  community/country few ordinary people have the will or 
courage to do so. There is perhaps too little evidence of change for the ordinary working 
class. In some ways Apartheid’s hand has stretched further than many of us will ever 
know. The urban design policies of Apartheid will continue to rule this country and direct 
its course for centuries to come.
“The myth that playgrounds and grass and hired guards are innately wholesome for 
children and that city streets, filled with ordinary people, are innately evil for children, 
boils down to a deep contempt for ordinary people.” (Jacobs 1961:82)
Access to the city’s public space is determined for the majority black population largely by 
transport. Freedom Square in Kliptown is an example of a good monument and a public 
plaza, but how public is the space really? If through its position of at least ten minutes 
drive into Soweto it excludes other South Africans such as White and Indian South Africans 
can it be described as public? Public space must be defined as a space open to all and with 
freedom of use for all.
As this thesis investigates public space it will outline how design can play a vital role in 
breaking down these stereotypes and barriers. 
The Centre for Scientific and Industrial Research published a paper in 2001 entitled 
“Designing Safer Spaces”. The following principles which they outlined can have a big 
effect on the quality and safety of a public space.
- Surveillance and Visibility
- Territoriality
- Access and Escape Routes
- Image and Aesthetics
- Target Hardening (CSIR 2001:33)
1 Jane Jacobs was the author of the book “The Death and Life of Great American Cities” published in 1961. She was a world renowned urbanist.
“The notion of shopping centre as a 
valid kind of downtown has taken 
over. Its very hard for architects of this 
generation to even think in terms of a 
downtown or a centre that is owned by 
different people with different ideas”. 
Jane Jacobs in an interview on 6 December 2006, Toronto, Canada for 
Metropolis Mag (Howard Kunstler:INTERNET).
Togetherness or Nothing
Jane Jacobs1 wrote in the 1960’s “Los Angeles is 
embarked on a strange experiment, trying to run not just 
projects, not just gray areas but a whole metropolis,  by 
the dint of ‘togetherness’ or nothing. I think this is an 
inevitable outcome for great cities whose people lack 
city public life in ordinary living and working” (Jacobs 
1961:73)
Although the concept of ‘togetherness or nothing’ 
doesn’t exist to the same extent here in South Africa 
we could rename our brand of this concept ‘security 
or nothing’, whereby we are so ardent about fortifying 
our homes that the concept of public is confined to the 
shopping centre. The concept of interacting with others 
in a public space/square is alien to us. The concept 
of safety extends to just beyond our front wall our 
attitude is ‘I must be safe’. We don’t care for the urban 
environment we create with our high walls as long as 
I am safe.
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Chapter 2 - “Jozi”
South Western Improvement District. 
Johannesburg 2030
Johannesburg city has a vision called “Joburg 2030”. This vision aims at heightening 
Johannesburg’s status as an international city by the year 2030 (JDA 2003: Degrees of 
Growth). 
Johannesburg is currently ranked as the most influential city in Africa by the Globalisation 
and World Cities Study Group and Network (GaWC) at Loughborough University in England. 
World cities are rated on three levels by the GaWC, Alpha (full service world city), Beta 
(major world city), Gamma (minor world city). Johannesburg is rated as a Gamma level 
city along with cities like Melbourne, Amsterdam and Boston. (Inventory of World cities:
INTERNET)1.
There is no doubt that Johannesburg is the financial capital of its region and is seen as a 
place of opportunity by many. Henning Rasmus (partner in Paragon Architects) quipped at 
his lecture at the Architectural Students Congress 2005,
“People from P.E. dream of living in Cape Town people from Abujah dream of living in 
Johannesburg”.
One of the initiatives that is helping rejuvenate areas of Johannesburg are City Impro 
orks closely with Johannesburg City Council on improving the city. (Ndaba Dlamini: 
INTERNET)2
Key indicators were set up by JDA to measure Johannesburg’s growth:
Indicators of Growth
-24 hour city
-Property Market
-Rentals 
-Business activity in impact areas
(JDA 2003: Degrees of Growth).
24 hour city
A 24 hour city as defined by JDA is measured by the attendance at various inner city 
entertainment venues. The concept of 24 hour city is something that all cities strive for.
New York touts itself as “the city that never sleeps”- as a major pulling factor. At the core 
of the twenty four hour concept is activity. Activity is integral to a cities livelihood and 
growth. Some city’s such as Johannesburg have fallen into a six-to-six trap whereby there 
2 DLAMINI, Ndaba, (2007). CJP counts its successes. INTERNET. http://www.jda.org.za. Cited 9 July 2007. 
1 GaWC, (2007). Inventory of World Cities. INTERNET. http://www.lboro.ac.uk/gawc/citylist.html. Cited 9 July 2007.
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Barbican Building in Rissik street Johannesburg, it could be New York!
are only people in the city during daylight and working hours. Outside of these times 
people return to their suburbs and townships leaving the city empty and thus potentially 
dangerous. This cycle is worsened further by the formation of new central business districts 
(CBD’s) such as the Sandton CBD which formed in the 1980’s. This had a knock on effect 
on the Property Market and Rentals. 
Property Market
JDA measures the property markets on two indices:
•The values of building plans approved.
•Vacancy rates in A and B grade properties. 
The target is to see the value of building plans improve steadily and to stabilize vacancy 
rates. As a city starts to decline or improve vacancy rates along with rentals will be one of 
the first easily distinguished indicators of change. If inner city real estate sits vacant it is 
at a higher risk of vandalism, squatting and building hijacking. If vacancy becomes a trend 
then districts in the city can begin to die due to lack of activity.
Rentals
Rentals are simple indicators which can be checked against monthly or yearly records 
instantly tracking inner city development or regression.
Business Activity in Impact Areas
This is measured with respect to Regional Services Council Levies (taxes levied on,employees 
and employers on their gross remuneration and values of fringe benefits)1 within the given 
district . 
(JDA 2003: Degrees of Growth)
Results in 2004 
Across the board these indicators have been surpassed and confidence in the inner city 
has begun to grow again. Even the perception that crime is increasing has declined (JDA 
2003: Degrees of Growth). City Improvement Districts such as Newtown, South Western 
district and Braamfontein scored high for being relatively crime free areas.
1 (FAQ’s, Mopani District municipality: INTERNET)
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The Newtown
An example of mixed use residential development in 
the city is this luxury apartment complex. Completed 
in 2006 and  `known as the “Newtown” which is 
located in the old mills complex of Newtown. 
Surrounded by  popular night spots such as Fuel 
Café and Kippies Jazz bar this development boasts 
a gallery on ground floor (the Rooke Gallery). 
Also offices on the first and second floors and then 
apartments for the next seven floors culminating in 
several penthouses with commanding views over 
the city. The development was designed by Urban 
Solutions a Johannesburg architectural firm who 
have their offices across the road. The six apartments 
which still remain to be sold are two bedroom units 
going for over R800 000. (Source www.thenewtown.
co.za)
“The three indices about the future prospects in the Inner City all scored the highest, 
which indicates that not only are businesses satisfied with the improvements thus far, 
but that they expect the developments to continue”. (JDA 2003: Degrees of Growth).
Although any statistics must be taken with a pinch of salt especially when they were 
commissioned by the cities development agency the city is generally perceived as 
becoming safer in parts and as can be seen from the number of inner city “luxury” property 
developments. There is a perception that living in the city is becoming trendy again.
The city’s regeneration can be seen as part of the natural cycles of all cities. For example 
inner city Dublin, Ireland in the 1980’s and early 1990’s was a dangerous dirty place 
where you would be mad to invest or buy property. Following Irelands Cinderella story 
of economic development, Dublin has become the most expensive city in Europe with 
Ireland rated as the best place to live in the world by Economist Magazine in 2005. South 
Africa is rated by the Financial Mail as being in the same position as Ireland was before 
its boom, the only thing that is seen to be negative is the high crime rate (FM, Charlene 
Smith:INTERNET).
“The environment can play a significant role in influencing perceptions of safety, while 
others can induce fear, even in areas where crime is not high. In this regard, planning 
and design measures can be utilized very successfully to enhance feelings of safety in 
areas where people feel vulnerable.” (CSIR 2001:3)
 
Urban Public Space in Johannesburg
Cities around the world compete on a “standard of living” base. To attract the best 
companies and most skilled workers they concentrate on building up their heritage and 
public spaces as significant draw cards.
Johannesburg’s 2030 strategy is to become a global city. However it lags  behind in its 
quality of space and heritage or cultural activities. Johannesburg is seen as a place to make 
money. When you speak to a resident of Johannesburg, beautiful scenery and functional 
public spaces are unlikely to be on their list of conversation topics about their city. This is 
something that needs to be remedied if Johannesburg is going to attract the type of skilled 
people and quality companies needed to accelerate its growth.
In fact to a large degree our abundant shopping centres have replaced traditional public 
space by creating within themselves a pseudo public space. Are malls different to street 
shopping in the CBD? Everything about a mall yells “I want to be a real street!”. Yet our “real 
streets go begging because they are feared. In Jane Jacobs words “as people fear a place 
they use it less making it more unsafe” (Jacobs 1961:30). We continue to build only one 
*The New Town luxury penthouses.
2
0
type of retail. It is almost as if we have lost our ability to recognize non-privatized public 
space. Everything is tainted by the brush of “Right of Admission Reserved”. 
Many privatised urban spaces have formed in Johannesburg in the last ten to twelve years. 
Some examples are Gandhi Square near the Carlton Centre in the Central Business District 
(CBD). This square which I will study later in more detail bears all the principles of a good 
public square apart from one, it is private space. So although it is touted as a public 
space it is owned by a company called Olitzki Property Holdings and access is restricted 
if neccesary. To a lesser extent Mandela Square in Sandton is also a psuedo public space 
but it is less covert. It has limited access and should also be viewed with scepticism when 
it is touted as a public space. 
Have architects forgotten the fundamentals of the public space? Have  they become au fait 
with the fact that they can design a beautiful working public square but its not really for 
“all” the public. The built environment is moving in a direction whereby soon we will no 
longer be able to remember what a non-privatised, unbranded square is! 
How can Johannesburg strive to be a global city if its public space is not public at all? 
Johannesburg needs to rethink and evaluate how to use the resources it has.
Urban Public Space
“We have many examples of successful urban open spaces...The traditional cities of 
Europe and Asia offer numerous places that work wonderfully well. Therefore we should 
not be afraid or ashamed of borrowing principles from Venice or the ancient city of 
Peking”. (Trancik 1986: 60)
To properly map urban public space within Johannesburg it is useful to investigate other 
famous squares from around the world. Two that stand out are Piazza del Campo in 
Sienna, Italy and Piazza San Marco in Venice, Italy. These squares hold worldwide fame 
and admiration. 
Bilbao Gugenheim in Bilbao, Spain, Architect: Frank Gehry, The building is an example 
of a cultural piece of architecture which has raised the profile of a city. Photo by Alberto 
Vázquez. Source www.flickr.com.
“Cultural buildings are the prestig-
ious architectural commissions of our 
times as cities compete for status and 
tourist appeal using the same small 
pool of architects to enhance each cit-
ies unique identity”. (Buchanan, P. 2007. From 
Doing to Being, Architecture SA. Jan/Feb 2007: p.10) 
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Piazza San Marco, Venice, Italy
Piazza San Marco is a world famous Italian square situated on the main island of Venice. 
The earliest evidence we have of the squares existence is from a map of Venice dated to 
1346. Venice was established in 810 AD so it can be surmised that the square formed 
sometime between these two dates. It was extended between 1172 and 1178 by Doge 
Sebastiano Ziani (Howard 1980:36). The square was the heart of Venice politically and 
economically. It contained the Palazzo Ducale (Doge’s Palace and seat of governement), 
Procuratie Vecchie (mixed use retail and residential), Procuratie Nuove (home of the 
administrators), the Campanile (watch tower), the Library, the Napoleonic Ballroom and 
the Basillica San Marco (cathedral). The Procuratie Nuove housed the procurators of Venice 
who owned most of the square and its surrounding buildings. The square was used as a 
market and was frequently packed with stalls to the extent that they restricted pedestrian 
movement (Howard 1980:52).
The main two important areas in Venice were the Rialto and Piazza San Marco these areas 
were connected by the Merceria which was the principal street in Venice. As a link between 
the two important centres it was a strategically placed thoroughfare and this resulted in 
a high concentration of commercial activity on its winding street (Howard 1980:50). The 
Torre dell’Orologio was built between 1496 and 1500 and indicates the entrance to the 
Merceria. 
Between 1509 and 1529 Venice waged the Cambrai wars. These wars put a heavy toll both 
economically and socially on the people of Venice. During this time the patronage of the 
arts was in decline as taxes for the war were high. This particularly affected architecture 
as it was the most expensive of the arts and required relative peace (Howard 1980:129). In 
June 1512 a fire destroyed several of the houses on the northern side of the square. So the 
procurators who owned the property decided to rebuild the whole north wing. This was 
done to lift the moral of the people seeing as Piazza San Marco was the centre of Venice. 
(Howard 1980:129)
“…in order to make it very beautiful for the glory of the land…in spite of the war”. 
(M.SANUDO, I Diarrii, ed. R.fulin, 58 vols, Venice 1879-1903,XV,col.543)
This shows how the Venetian psyche was linked to their city and how public space was 
valued as something that could affect the mood of the people. The new building which 
still stands today, the Procuratie Vecchie was mixed use with retail on ground floor and 
two floors of rental apartments. Shops on ground floor in 1569 included smith, glazier, 
cobbler, engraver, tailor, spice merchant, painter, cutler and a second hand clothes shop. 
(Howard 1980:129)
Piazza San Marco, Venice in the nineteenth century. The plan shows the primary use build-
ings around the square. (Howard 1980:148)
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The squares immediate context is a labyrinth of buildings and narrow streets, as such the 
plaza stands out more clearly in contrast to the density around it (Baker 1989:130).
Although most of the preceeding information relates to the square in Renaissance Venice, 
it helps to see that over the years the recipe for a successful public square has remained 
constant (see page 23).
The space itself has evolved both in size and program. In 1173 the square was  nearly 
doubled in size by the filling in of the Batario Canal on the western side, this resulted in 
the church of St. Geminiano being removed and rebuilt further down the square. By the 
fourteenth century there was a covered walkway all around the square. In the 1500’s the 
library was finished which replaced the existing meat markets, taverns and bakeries. The 
campanile was detached from the library to stand by itself and the clock tower was erected 
to mark the entrance to La Merceria. The church of St. Germiniano was destroyed by the 
French emperor Napoleon who captured Venice and replaced with a ballroom completing 
the piazza as it stands today.  (Baker 1989:137).
The diversity of activity in Piazza San Marco is importnat to its success. The square 
contained government offices, churches, library, residential, retail, cafes and an informal 
market. Cafes on ground floor were major socialite venues and contributed much to life 
on the square even today they are still as busy and lively as ever. Sandton Square in 
Sandton, Johannesburg is designed along the lines of Piazza San Marco and the cafes and 
restaurants on its edges are well patronised.
“Briefly stated, the Piazza addresses those issues of symbolism, pragmatism and the 
Genius Loci with which architecture is primarily concerned”. (Baker 1989:152)
There are similarities between Mary Fitzgerald square in Newtown Johannesburg and 
Piazza San Marco, Venice. 
•Bree street as a thoroughfare in Johannesburg CBD connects the Mary Fitzgerald Square 
  to town in the same way that La Merceria connects Piazza San Marco to the Rialto.
•Museum Africa provides a strong facade toward the eastern side of the square with a   
  sense of rhythm like the Procuratie Vecchie does for the cathedral in Venice.
Piazza San Marco, Venice. An example of meticulously designed public space. To the left 
of the photo stands Procuratie Vecchie with Torre dell’Orologio (the clock tower) in the 
background, straight in front is Saint Marks Cathedral and to the right is the Campanile. 
Photograph by Nkululeko Bhengu. 
Part of Jacopo de’Barbari’s map of Venice. The map was drawn before 1537 as the hostels, 
taverns, meat market and bakeries that preceeded the library and Procuratie Nuove are still 
seen. (Howard 1980:146)
1-The Basilica of St. Marks stands as the 
dominant mass.
2-Doge’s Palace sits with a similar mass on an 
orthogonal grid with the Basilica.
3-On the north side is a flat façade at an oblique 
angle.
8-The square uses a 
diminishing perspective in the 
oblique northern façade and in 
the Piazzetta.
5-The lead-in to the square from the staggered 
Basilica and Doge’s Palace.
6-La Campanile is the centre of gravity, it is also 
the turning point for the Piazzetta.
9-The importance of the route La Merceria 
between Piazza San Marco the seat of government 
and the Rialto the centre of commerce.
4-The attention paid to detail in the facades 
which face the Bacino.
7-The similarity between the facades on the Doge’s 
Palace which face the Bacino and the Piazzetta.
Note: All sketches on the following page is after Geoffrey Baker from the book Design Strat-
egies in Architecture p.133-135. Text is referenced to: (Baker 1996:133-135)
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Photograph by Nkululeko Bhengu
Mary Fitzgerald Square, Johannesburg, South Africa.
Piazza San Marco, Venice, Italy. Piazza Il Campo, Siena, Italy
Gandhi Square, Johannesburg, South Africa
NOT TO SCALE. All figure grounds are scaled proportionally to each other
2
5
Piazza Del Campo
“The beauty of Siena is not merely the result of an unconscious or ‘natural’ growth; it has 
been consciously built up by its citizens, as a work of art, with a keen sense of unity…”
The city of Siena was formed by three castles on nearby hills which eventually joined 
by urban growth to form one town. In 1218 an open space or field which was just a 
convergance of roads and contours between these three castles, was earmarked to become 
a piazza and a master plan was drawn up for it (Baker 1989:111).  By 1298 the city had 
bought all the houses bordering the space. A town hall (Palazzo Pubblico) was started in 
1297 on the south side of the space. In the same year it was decreed that all windows 
facing the piazza should be decorated with small columns (Baker 1989:112). The town hall 
and the campanile form a dominant façade in the piazza complemented by the rhythm of 
the windows.
In medieval towns campanile’s were built primarily for lookout and defense. These square 
fortified towers were used to constantly scan the surrounding countryside or coast for 
signs of danger. At the campo the tower is rivaled only by the church and was seen as a 
form of expressing civic pride (Baker 1989:113).  
“If we think of the Piazza del Campo as an outdoor auditorium, the Palazzo Pubblico 
seems like a scene building fronted by a stage for public events” (Baker 1989:122).
Behind this “stage” i.e. the town hall is the market place. From Piazza del Campo it 
can be seen that concentrated controlled management of an urban space can lead to 
a beautiful solution which we have today. Civic pride can be directly affected by civic 
spaces. The spaces along with the Cathedral and market place are designing to maximize 
the impact of their respective important buildings. These are the buildings which were 
important to the Sienese people in the middle ages, namely the church, town hall and 
market place (Baker 1989:127). The square is linked through a route to the cathedral and 
the marketplace representing the relationship between church, public life and commerce 
(Baker 1989:114).
Many events take place in the square the most famous being horse racing. Due to its 
“shell” like shape and the slope towards the city hall the square is pleasant to sit in. The 
uniform heights of buildings around the square and the enforced uniformity of facades by 
the city council helps reinforce the sense of enclosure.
In relation to the thesis project the idea of public space as stage is pertinent.  
Sketch by Baker of Piazza Del Campo, Siena shown through the roof tops with the 
Campanile rising in dominance over the square (Baker 1996:127). 
Sketch by Baker showing the routes into the piazza and also showing the piazza in relation 
to the marketplace and cathedral (Baker 1996:114).
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Local Case Studies
Gandhi Square, Johannesburg
Gandhi Square, formerly known as Van Der Byl Square in downtown Johannesburg is an 
inviting space. The colour of the tiling and the scale of the surrounding buildings evoke 
a feeling of playfulness. Even the sounds of the surrounding bustling city mute slightly 
retaining their familiarity and memory but causing you to feel that you have entered a 
different kind of space. What makes this space different? What sets it apart as good urban 
public space?
1. Scale
The square has an appropriate scale, heights of buildings are proportionate  to the width 
of the square. Even though on the south side the buildings are higher and more modernist 
their height is broken by a mezzanine level containing shops and restaurants. This 
mezzanine also provides shade for the outdoor tables of the ground floor restaurants. 
The square contains a central point about which the roads turns. This provides a visual 
point of reference for the inhabitant of the square allowing them to feel mentally confident 
(even if it is subconsciously) that being on the edge of the square is alright as they are not 
far from the centre which acts as a pseudo edge. This phenomenon can be addressed as 
the distance a person perceives a space to be before it becomes too big. An uncomfortably 
large space can be broken down by the use of an enclosure or simply some type of object 
or built form.
2. Hard Space and Soft Space
The square has the right mixture of enclosure but with the freedom to breathe. On the 
east and west side the square is open to Von Weilligh Street and Kruis St allowing the 
buses to access the square. On the south side the façade has no access however on the 
north side King George Street provides pedestrian access only. 
 3. Activity in the Square
Activity is linked to the primary use of the bus terminus at peak hours. As a result of 
people waiting for busses secondary activity has sprung up during the day in the form 
of restaurants on the southern edge of the square. This activity strengthens the square 
in a number of ways. It provides seating for bus passengers who are waiting, it provides 
amenities in this case food and also on the northern side banking services. Most importantly 
it provides passive surveillance of the square. Restaurant patrons sit and watch the square 
as they eat. Restaurant owners who have a vested interest in maintaining a clean, safe and 
pleasant environment around their restaurants also watch the square. 
Gandhi square with the Carlton Tower and hotel rising in the background. 
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Commuters waiting for buses on a Friday afternoon. 
The mezzanine level on the square. 
4. Mezzanine
With the addition of a mezzanine level on the south of the square the environment 
is improved further. More expensive and exclusive restaurants have opened on this 
mezzanine level including some boutiques catering for the surrounding business district. 
The feeling of passive surveillance is heightened in the square by the mezzanine. It 
also allows for “people watching” from the mezzanine balconies. Although the square is 
functional with regard to the busses, inadequate seating and cover has been provided. 
The square is privately owned by Olitzki Property Holdings. 
5. Private Space
Although Gandhi Square seems to be a public space, try and take photographs and you 
will learn that it is not! CID guards patrol the Southwestern Improvement District, (refer to 
picture on page 15) which lies to the west of Gandhi Square. “On a busy Friday afternoon 
I began to take pictures, within minutes I was approached by a guard who informed me 
that this is not a public space and I am not allowed to take photographs. As I began 
to argue that the street is a public space another guard arrived on a scooter. He was 
more senior and directed me to the Square’s management if I wanted permission to take 
photos.” (Authors own account).
Parking underneath the square. 
Demarcation of uses in Gandhi Square.
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Above: The Library Lawns, Beyers Naude Square. Photo by Andrew Robinson.
Above: The existing urban fabric. Photo by Andrew Robinson.
Above: Trees provide shade on the Eastern side of the square. Photo by Andrew Robinson.
Beyers Naude Square, Johannesburg
History
Beyers Naude Square has a history as long as its list of names. It was the original public 
space of early Johannesburg created in 1888. Initially it contained markets. On the east 
side was a general dealer market and in the west was a cattle market. In 1888 the  market 
house and the first government building in Johannesburg was built. In 1897 Rissik Street 
Post Office was built and in 1905 a further floor and the clock tower was added. In 1906 
government decided to surround the square predominantly with government buildings. As 
a result of this the existing market was moved to recently established Newtown. In 1910 
construction work began on the City Hall and the square changed names from Market 
Square to City Hall Gardens. In 1935 the Johannesburg Library was built on the western 
edge of the square and the name changed again to Library Gardens and then  shortly after 
to Harry Hofmeyr Gardens. The square is now called Beyers Naude Square after the anti-
apartheid activist and dominee. It is owned by Gauteng Provincial Government and houses 
the legislature on its eastern side. (Museum Africa Archives)
At first glance, Beyers Naude Square causes repulsion. The structures built  to enhance 
and hold the square lie derelict and unused. There are remnants of a pleasant public space 
such as lawns, monuments and sunken gardens however they are just pointers to a former 
glory and are not strong enough to redeem the space.
1. Scale
The scale of the square is disproportionate. The width is too short for the length due to 
the monstrous unused hawker stands/toilets and the square does not benefit from its 
original proportions of building to building.
2. Access
Visual access of the square is hindered by the hawker stands. Due to high traffic on the 
periphery roads accessing the square by foot is difficult. Pedestrian paths are designed 
badly or do not exist.
3. Context 
Although the square is surrounded by historic mostly government buildings it does not 
benefit from this and once inside the square all connection with north facades is lost and 
minimal connection with the southern edge remains due to the mammoth unoccupied 
hawker stands. The square doesn’t speak of its rich history as a market because what little 
trading that does happen in the space is done illegally on Pritchard Street. 
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4. Eyes on the Street 
There is very little visibility and numerous dark, dead end spaces which lend themselves 
to mugging and crime of all sorts.
5. Protest
The square is used extensively for protests/strikes and is the starting point of most protest 
marches in the city which then go up Queen Elizabeth bridge and into Braamfontein.
6. Saving Graces
Vagrants and menial workers use the lawns to sleep on during the day and a certain 
amount of socializing happens on the half of the square closer to the Legislature. One 
of  the squares only saving grace is that it provides adequate cover only by its physical 
existence to keep the rain of cars in the underground parking lot beneath.
Above: Dark dangerous corners created by the hawker stands. Photo by Andrew Robinson.
Above: Hawker stands on left looking down Pritchard. Photo by Andrew Robinson.
Above: Trading now happens on Pritchard Street. Photo by Andrew Robinson.
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Chapter 3 - Society and the 
Urban Environment 
The Urban Environment
Society and Environment
“Process is not neutral. The way in which environments are built affects the nature and the 
quality of those environments and the demands made upon particular resources”. (Dewar 
& Uytenbogaardt 1991:28) 
•Urban environment inherently affects access, community, connection and ultimately 
happiness. 
•A well designed building enables and empowers health and happiness for all who reach 
for it, bringing about a greater connection with the building and the community.
•Is there a link between environmental sustainability and social sustainability?
•Through urban public space one can start to influence how people think how they view 
themselves and how they view their city.
For a public space to thrive it requires diversity in activities which in turn attracts people. 
An area that is only used by office workers arriving at eight and leaving at five all the while 
never leaving their buildings is not going to encourage growth of a restaurant strip. In the 
same light if residents leave an area at eight every morning and return after six there will 
be no market for shops other than laundromats and convenience stores. So as activity or 
diversity varies and increases so does the number of people using the space.
Activities Mary Fitzgerald Square, Newtown
Looking at Mary Fitzgerald Square we can see some of the above principles but more 
compeling we can see their absence. The square is phenomenally busy with people 
crossing it and walking on its side. In a period of ten minutes at ten o’clock in the morning 
there were over one hundred and forty people crossing or passing the square. The same 
statistic can be applied to how many people were physically on the square at any one time 
which was forty. However the amount of people which were actually sitting on the square 
was only six. This means that only six out of a possible forty saw any value in stopping 
and enjoying the square.
For ownership of a space you need to have a vested interest in it. If it is a space that your 
child comes to play in that would ensure that you watched the square and cared about 
changes to it. If it is a place where you sit and eat lunch under shade in summer then you 
will care for the place because behaviour in it will directly affect your life. If your child 
Counting pedestrian traffic in square. Authors notes and observations. 
3
4
worked in a homework room  in a library bordering the square you might sit on steps and 
wait watching people cross the square, play basketball, netball or street soccer. If your deli 
opened onto a courtyard adjacent to the square you would protect and survey that space 
for anti-social behaviour as this would be bad for business.
If a market were to be introduced onto the square or in one of the buildings surrounding 
the square it would give people an option of where to buy fruit and veg, encouraging 
diverse use of the square at new times during the morning and afternoon. In fact this kind 
of market used to exist on the square and remnants of it can be seen even today. The 
tourist market helps activate a number of small shops around the Market theatre.
Initial sketch concept designs showing activities within the buildings courtyard.
“ to keep a city safe is a fundamental 
task of a cities streets and its 
sidewalks.” (Jacobs 1961:30) ...In the same 
way is the function of a public square 
a place to interact safely as public?
Public Eyes
Safety in a public square can come from many places. Eyes on a street one of Jane Jacobs 
many theories on public space states that only when a place is being watched can it be 
safe.
So who watches public space? According to Jacobs public space is watched by residents, 
store keepers, hawkers, car guards, police, hired guards and the general public. In its very 
nature public space should always be watched. However when it is not this results in an 
unhealthy public space. A space that is not valued or “owned” by its local community will 
be watched by criminals and will be a place of antisocial behaviour. “As people fear a place 
they use it less making it more unsafe” (Jacobs 1961: 30)
Early concept section showing activities on the square being watched from a residential component. Not to scale.
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Car Guards
In South Africa we have the phenomenon of car guards which are generally men or young 
teenagers who hang around car parks and streets where cars are parked. They “watch” 
the car for a nominal fee which is given when the owner returns to find his or her car still 
there, undamaged. Although sometimes thought of as a nuisance by motorists they lend 
eyes to the street on a permanent basis wherever cars are parked regularly.
JDA Guards
The City Improvement districts (CID) which have been mentioned before are the main 
thrust of the JDA’s development initiative for the city. Lowering crime is a major factor 
in encouraging growth in the city. To prevent petty and street crime each area is closely 
monitored by a team of guards who are all in constant radio contact with each other. Part 
of their job is also to keep the area that they are guarding clean. There is usually one or 
more roving guard on a motorcycle or scooter. This is another example of hired eyes on 
the street.
JDA security guard on Mary Fitzgerald Square. Photo by Jarrod Len
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Newtown History & Development
In the 1880’s farming in South Africa began to become more commercialised. As a result 
many of the poor white Afrikaners who were subsistence farmers ‘bywoners” (Beavon 
2004:47) were forced to come to the city to survive. With no education and few skills their 
plight was dire. They petitioned President of the Transvaal Paul Kruger to allow them to 
make bricks in the “poorly drained hollow adjacent to the western boundary of the village” 
(Beavon 2004:49). President Kruger agreed and they built make-shift homes and began 
to manufacture sun dried bricks to supply the mining and building boom. However their 
poverty, the type of work, poor drainage, no sanitation or drinking water all combined 
contributed to the birth of Johannesburgs first slum (Beavon 2004:49).
“The worst slum conditions in Johannesburg had from the inception of the town existed 
in the north western quadrant where the brickfields of Burghersdorp and the so-called 
‘Coolie’ and ‘Kaffir’ locations were situated” (Beavon 2004:75).
Under the premise of improving the standard of health in the city and under the ever 
present threat of an outbreak of bubonic plague the British administration of Johannesburg 
were intent on ridding Johannesburg of  its slums (Beavon 2004:75). These plans included 
the extension of the rigid street grid into the brickfields area and the construction of a 
new power station, municipal markets, schools and a police station as well as commercial 
activities  (Beavon 2004:75). 
On 19th March,1904 it was suspected that bubonic plague had broken out in the Brickfields 
slum. Within an hour the area was surrounded by a  dettachment of soldiers who evacuated 
the residents and set fire to the slum within the same night. 
Nearly two weeks later on April 3rd 1904, the Johannesburg fire brigade set fire to the 
remaining innercity locations (Chipkin 1993:198) which had not orignally been burnt 
(Beavon 2004:77). The remains were then razed and made way for new development. The 
city authorities cited the outbreak of the Bubonic plague as the reason for the destruction 
of  Brickfields however a widely held belief was that it was the presence of a mixed race 
slum on prime land that prompted its destruction.
After the destruction of the area it was rezoned and a vibrant commercial enterprise 
started up based on the goods trade with the nearby railway line and good yards (Chipkin 
1993:198). 
Newtown Market (now Museum Africa) was the largest building of its kind in South Africa. It 
was built in 1913 at a cost of R230 000 and designed by the city’s engineering department. 
It sold fresh produce, flowers, butter, eggs, fish, meat, grain and poultry (Museum Africa 
Chapter 4 - Site 
Sunset through the M1 flyover. 
“Before the British 
administration had handed 
government back to the 
Transvaal the intention 
that there should be spatial 
segregation in Joburg on the 
basis of race was already clear”. 
(Beavon 2004:103) 
Map showing government demarcation of land by race in 1930’s. Beavon after Feetham’s  
Report of the Transvaal Asiatic Land Tenure Act Commission, 1935 (Beavon 2004:63). 
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Archive). It was serviced by the train and tramlines to allow ease of use and access for both 
trader and buyer.  The market was known to be a pleasant place to shop. Due to its size 
and capacity it became a national market with the ability to draw traders and buyers from 
far and to send out produce to the country (Museum Africa Archive).
To the south of the market was an open space that became known as the “Outspan” and 
was a wagon market where farmers could trade and camp (see p.40). The surrounding 
buildings in Newtown were mostly industrial and related to the market, from grain silo’s to 
candle makers to agricultural outfitters. The entire place became known in a jovial manner 
as the “University of Newtown” (Museum Africa Archive). 
 
On the site in front of the workers museum and also Turbine hall stood Johannesburg’s 
main power station. Constructed over a ten year period starting in the 1920’s the station 
fueled the electric trams, and much of the city. In 1985 the two cooling towers were 
destroyed taking with them a major Johannesburg landmark. (Russouw 2002: INTERNET)1
       
Plans for Revitalisation of Newtown (1980’s)
With the closure of the market, abattoir and power station, fifty nine hectares of prime 
land in the city became available. One third of this land was owned by the municipality 
(Mandy 1984:320). Due to this development several reports were commissioned for 
the revitalization of Newtown. Leslie Green who was a well respected authority on city 
management wrote the first report delivered in 1974 consisting of two volumes. The 
second report which was submitted in three volumes between 1977 and 1978 by Wilfred 
Mallows and Max Kirchofer was aimed at making use of this valuable land situated between 
the Oriental Plaza and the CBD. 
Kirchofer proposed a recreational zone in the Indian Fruit Market which is now Market 
Theatre. He also proposed with reservation that the rest of the market that was now the 
Africana Museum, should have been converted into “a multi-purpose conference centre, 
bowling alley, dance hall or indoor sports centre” (Mandy 1984:320). The existing four 
cooling towers which were an integral part of Johannesburg’s skyline were proposed to 
be redeveloped in some way (Mandy 1984:320). Unfortunately due to disrepair they were 
imploded in 1986. Mary Fitzgerald Square was to become a landscaped open park with 
an underground parking garage, to serve the emerging offices and recreation in the area 
(Mandy 1984:320). 
Despite two comprehensive positive reports on how to revitalize Newtown the council 
declared the reports confidential and shelved them until 1981 when it was forced by 
public pressure to make the reports public (Mandy 1984:318,319).
“...both the public and pri-
vate sectors have an iden-
tity of interest in the life of 
the city centre. Its richness, 
vitality and prosperity are 
theirs to preserve and pro-
mote...” (Mandy 1984:320)
Turbine Hall in the process of renovation. Anglo Ashanti Gold have decided to renovate this 
industrial building rather than demolish and build anew. This is commendable as it helps 
maintain a stock of old buildings in the area.
1 RUSSOUW, Sheree. (16 August 2002). Turbine Hall set for a jol. INTERNET. http://www.jda.co.za. Cited 27 May 2007.
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The principle behind Green’s plan was as such; 
“In the final analysis, both the public and private sectors have an identity of interest 
in the life of the city centre. Its richness, vitality and prosperity are theirs to preserve 
and promote: not in competition with each other, but in willing and purposeful joint 
endeavour, to the ultimate benefit of a community which they both spring.” (Mandy 
1984:320)
So with such an ambitious scheme and ardent public support why has Newtown remained 
largely unchanged from thirty years ago? 
A huge opportunity was lost when the city allocated the market building to the Africana 
Museum. The beautiful vaulted interiors of this 1920’s industrial building are wasted on 
the few small exhibits which occupy the little visited museum (Mandy 1984:321).  There 
was also a proposal to rent from council and refurbish the closed down retail market 
on the opposite side of Mary Fitzgerald square at the developers cost, however council 
was “as short on vision as of money” (Mandy 1984:322). They squashed the proposed 
recreation precinct through delays, inconsistency of allocation of buildings and apathy 
Efficient Municipal Service
During the Miners Strike of 1922, miners fortified 
a public toilet block on the western edge of what is 
now Mary Fitzgerald Square. The police and army 
fired on the position killing several miners and badly 
damaging the urinals and tiling in the public toilet. 
These toilets became a tourist attraction as part of 
a walking historical tour of Johannesburg. In 1981 
Molly Kopel the ward councilor overseeing New-
town found municipal workers hard at work in the 
public toilets. Much to her dismay she discovered 
that they had ripped out the old battle scarred urinals 
and tiling and had replaced them with new stainless 
steel urinals. Despite fervent attempts to stop the 
workers they were adamant that they would finish 
the job. It was later discovered that municipal in-
spectors routinely checked all the city’s toilets and 
issued repair notices. When asked why it had taken 
fifty nine years for these toilets to be fixed an official 
replied “Yes it does surprise me that it took such a 
damned long time”. (Mandy 1984:322,323)
View up Bree Street showing existing buildings on thesis site in cyan. 
Urinals from Getty Images
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A posed picture of wagon drivers in the Outspan which today is Maryfitzgerald Square. Photograph from Museum Africa Archive
Trucks and horse drawn traps at the delivery entrance to the market. Photograph from Museum Africa Archive Trading in straw bales in the Outspan. Photograph from Museum Africa Archive
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Power Station in Newtown. (BLUM 1986:281)
Heavily used pedestrian walkway in front of Museum Africa. 
(Mandy 1984:322).
After the shutting down of the power plant and the implosion of the cooling towers in 
1980’s an abundance of prime inner city real estate was available. Unfortunately this was 
too late for the skyscraper boom of the seventies which had ended and business had 
begun to leave the city. So up until now the land has not been developed. There is a strong 
drive by the Johannesburg Development Agency (JDA) for gentrification. The JDA’s drive to 
regenerate the city has increased Newtown’s profile. Recently Gauteng Tourist Authority 
moved into the new Corner House and Anglo Gold Ashanti began revamping Turbine 
hall as their new offices. A recent attempt to put a hotel on the park facing the workers 
museum was put on hold and after a lengthy heritage assessment by SAHRA, heritage has 
become a battlefield with all development now being subject to a heritage assessment.1  
Newtown’s Character
As a precinct Newtown gained a reputation as a former industrial/commercial area which 
had fallen into disuse and dereliction. These large dimly lit buildings were perfect for 
artists as rent was low and studio space was abundant. As the gentrification of Newtown 
has developed these artists have been pushed out or in the case of Market Photo workshop, 
been relocated to less valuable premises on the periphery of Newtown. Apart from the 
irony of a cultural precinct which no longer supports any artists the status and lifespan of 
derelict and unused buildings in Newtown is starting to be questioned.
Cities need derelict buildings as they have already been paid for and so can stand as 
capital for a new generation. Most of Newtown’s charm and character is derived from 
its somewhat ‘seedy’ reputation and this reputation is made partly by the existing built 
environment of the area. 
“...architecture asks us to imagine that happiness might often have an unostentatious, 
unheroic character to it, that it might be found in a run of old floorboards or in a wash 
of morning light over a plaster wall in undramatic, frangible scenes of beauty that move 
us because we are aware of the darker backdrop against which they are set.” (De Botton 
2006:25)
Ashanti Gold’s recent renovation of Turbine Hall is a step in the right direction. The Garden 
City2 movement taught us that urban design starts with a clean slate (Jane Jacobs interview, 
Howard Kunstler: INTERNET)3. Development all over Johannesburg seems to follow this 
idea. However you cannot erase either physically or mentally what was there before. When 
this is done it is a dire tradegy. 
2 Garden City was an urban design theory by Ebenezer Howard. Although it was developed as an alternative to cities somehow it became the      
   founding theory for most urban planners in the American cities of the 1950’s (Jacobs 1961: 17).
1 There are several frameworks from JDA and Urban design and architecture firms they have not informed this thesis in a major way.
3 KUNSTLER, James Howard, (2000). Godmother of the American City. INTERNET.http://www.metropolismag.com. Cited 10 July 2007.
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Chapter 5 - Mapping
Shown in red is the route from museum Africa to Metro Mall and also 
extended into Fordsburg. There is a high density of buildings on this route 
compared to the surrounding blocks. They are mostly commercial catering 
to the heavy foot traffi c on this route.
On this sketch the prominence of the highway is highlighted its impact 
on the built environment is huge. It also helps to maintain a horizon line 
within the square.
Turbine hall which has now been renovated adds a much needed primary 
use (offi ces) to the area and should be linked with the Market Theatre/
Museum Africa complex and Metro Mall.
Context
Previous page: Filmstrip of images showing life in Newtown.
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Mary Fitzgerald Square today is used for major 
events such as the Africa day concert shown in the 
pictures and various promotions. The car brand 
Mini™ used the square for a promotion where it 
invited patrons who had bought previous Mini’s™ 
to come try out all three versions of the car. In 
most cases when the square is used for public 
events the focal point is the eastern side of the 
square next to Margaret Mcingana Street as can 
be seen from the stage set up for Africa Day. 
The same set up is used for the Diwali Festival in 
November. This information was used as a basis 
for the treatment of the square bearing in mind 
the impact a safe, desirable venue would have on 
Newtown and the inner city. During these events 
Bree Street and Jeppe Street are closed to traffic 
to allow full use of the square by pedestrians. 
By locating an entrance and exit to underground 
parking under the square at the edges of the 
square the parking can be used during events.
Panoramic of the square with a stage set up on the eastern side for Africa Day. 
Flea market on the square, a ghost of its former self. Mini™ (the car) promotion on the square. The stage set up for Africa Day.
Activities in Newtown
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Mary Fitzgerald Square can hold events for up to 
30,000 (Newtown Venues:INTERNET)1. At the Joy 
of Jazz festival in August 2007, Newtown was 
used as a venue. The festival incorporated existing 
facilities that Newtown offered and spread activites 
throughout the precinct. 
Skateboarding and similar sports have always 
been  treated as a nuisance by city authorities, 
their roots are firmly in underground cultures like 
those found in Newtown. Skateboarding takes 
place on Miriam Makeba street outside Couch 
and Coffee where a smooth road surface is taken 
advantage of by skaters of all ages and races. 
The variety of the precinct is adhoc and flavoursome 
and requires a sensitivity in bringing the Gucci 
suits of Anglo Ashanti and the torn  Billabong 
Combat pants of the skaters into the same space 
harmoniously.
Panoramic view of the Jazz dome set up for the Standard Bank Joy of Jazz festival in August 2007.
Teenagers use Makeba Street on the weekend to skateboard. Skateboarding on Miriam Makeba Street. Sport on the square.
Activities in Newtown
1 Unamed (2007). Newtown/Venues.INTERNET. www.newtown.co.za/venues. Cited 
14 Oct 2007.
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Standard Bank Joy of Jazz Festival
(Authors own Account)
To be honest as I arrived in Newtown on Friday  Xth of July for the Joy of Jazz festival I 
didn’t have very high hopes for the festival. As I drove along northern edge of Brickfi elds 
housing I was met by several car guards all running and shouting that I follow them. 
This is standard proceedure when there is a big event in Newtown. Car guards block 
the entrances to the roads close to the square and redirect you to parking around the 
surrounding streets as the parking close to the square is “full”. I parked in Bree Street close 
to the butchery. 
The car guard who had directed me from Brickfi elds to this parking then gave me a small 
slip of paper and said “It’s to support our project”. On the piece of paper was “Parking Fee 
R50”. I laughed out loud and told him, “You’ve got to be kidding me I’ll maybe give you 
R10 or R20 but not R50 I’m a student!” When he heard this he said “no problem, I didn’t 
know you were a student”. He then said “You can pay now, R20”, to which I told him “I’ll 
pay when I come back and the car is still here!”, to which he agreed. 
This experience highlights the lack of available parking when major events are taking 
place on the square. I then proceeded down to Bree Street where Metro Police had closed 
Bree and Jeppe Street to vehicular traffi c. Two massive tents had been erected on the 
square and in various other parts of Newtown such as Bassline and Dance Factory events 
were being hosted. I continued down Jeppe Street until I got to Mkira Stage the smaller 
of the two tents. I entered the tent with my girlfriend and enjoyed quite a bit of Jazz from 
International and South African acts. At one stage I went out to the Cafe  across the road to 
the Gauteng Tourist Authority building where I bought hot chocolate and cool drink from 
a cafe. I then returned into the jazz tent with teh drinks and continued to enjoy the jazz. 
Most concert venues force you to buy only their refreshments but because the festival was 
taking place all over Newtown people could come and go as they pleased. 
I found the whole vibe of Newtown and the Festival to be very pleasant and friendly. Only 
on the way to and from the car in Bree Street did I feel in anyway unsafe. Even then I had 
no real reason for this feeling. I believe that events like Joy of Jazz and Africa Day could 
be better served if Newtown had adequate parking and square designed to cater for large 
events.
Musicians perfoming at the joy of Jazz festival.
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The “Corporate Village” erected on the park.
Musicians perfoming at the joy of Jazz festival.
Map of Newtown
The map on this page shows how the festival made 
use of the entire precinct hosting performances 
in nearly all the venues surrounding Newtown 
and closing of Jeppe and Bree Street to vehicular 
traffic.   
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Pedestrian and Activity Mapping
Not to scale
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Ratio on the Square including Site
Not to scale
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Annotated Concept Scheme showing Pedestrian Activity
Not to scale
5
3
Annotated Concept Scheme showing Major Activity
Not to scale
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Basketball on the square. Photograph by Andrew Robinson
Mary Fitzgerald Square. Photograph by Andrew Robinson
Chapter 6 - Case Studies & 
Introduction to Design
The Design
“I believe in creating certain conditions that will result in something unexpected...these are 
spatial effects that you can’t design. They happen because you set up certain conditions.” 
Architectural theorist Bernard Schumi.1
As Schumi has outlined in relation to his Fresnoy precinct, the design for this thesis is 
as much about what will happen in the space as what will happen in the building. The 
building is a presence in an urban space which articulates the urban space and preserves 
the site.
“A space is nothing it is an abstraction. It means something only in conjunction with 
buildings and other uses that border it” (Jacobs 1961: 17). 
My building will comprise of an open public roofed area, massive LED screen, library, 
conference and office space, kiosk shops, restaurants and public viewing deck. The library 
will drive the scheme with regard to activity spread throughout the day around and inside 
the building. 
The scheme will function in three ways. It will catch foot traffic moving up and down 
Bree and Jeppe Streets, it will act as an after school study facility and it will act as a 
community centre with resources for the community to use. The kiosks are located at the 
points of most contact with foot traffic and will create diversity and life to lifeless edges. 
Rentable meeting rooms and conference facilities will encourage the further growth of 
office development in the area. 
Through a “captive audience” such as students using the library, people shopping in 
the kiosks, and business people the square will have an increased population leading to 
increased activity.
*Bernard Tschumi is an architect with offices in New york and Paris. Formerly Dean of Architecture, Planning, and Preservation at Columbia University 
(Stein, (Jan) 1998: Le Fresnoy, Tourcoing, France. Architectural Record)  he is a renowned architectural theorist having published many works 
including, The Manhattan Transcripts (1981) and Architecture and Disjunction (1994), (Anon (2007). Tschumi Biography. www.tschumi.com. Cited 
12 July 2007).
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Case Study
Le Fresnoy, National Studio for Contemporary Arts, 
Tourcoing, France
Architect: Bernard Tschumi 
Bernard Tschumi is an architectural theorist, he held the position of 
Dean at the Graduate School of Architecture, Planning and Preservation 
at Columbia University. (Stein 1998:87)
Tschumi also has an architectural practice. His office tendered for the 
project of the National Studio for Contemporary Arts, in a town called 
Tourcoing in France. His solution which was built has been described 
as “...a daring new approach to preservation” by Paul Spencer Byard 
writer for the magazine Architecture. (Byard 1998:62)
Tschumi was presented with the problem of a district full of dilapitated 
nineteenth century entertainment buildings, including a wrestling 
arena and a rollerskating rink. These mismatched badly maintained 
buildings had to be somehow converted into a state of the art school 
for contemporary arts.
Tschumi solved the issues of waterproofing and renovation by creating 
a gigantic roof over the precinct. 
Services were then fed down from the canopy-like roof which measures 
90m x 92.5m x 19.5m high (Stein 1998:92). Tschumi designed cloud 
like shapes which were cut into the roof to allow daylight into the 
precinct. Suspended walkways weave their way elegantly above the 
roofs of the existing buildings. A former roller rink with a mezzanine 
was converted into a grand exhibition hall. In a second hall the 
acoustics was improved by cladding the exposed ceiling between the 
trusses with wood. Equally as significant is the grand square which 
creates a new entrance to the precinct. The new entrance stair provides 
a feeling of entering into the unknown, a space juxtaposed between 
sleek modernism and nineteenth century industrial buildings (Byard 
1998:62). 
The director Fleischer, of the new school describes it in this way, 
Exterior of the Fresnoy precinct showing suspended walkways, roof and existing building. (Byard 1998:62) 
“My first reaction 
[to the complex] 
was ‘Let’s put a big 
umbrella over it to 
keep the rain out 
and avoid dealing 
with the snow’, 
since the engineers 
said snow loads 
were going to be 
a big problem”. 
Bernard Tschumi.
(Stein 1998:92)
Tschumi’s sketch of the concept. (Stein 1998:87)
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“Theres a strong relation between the old and new. The new is 
protecting the old. When you look at the building, you see the past 
and the future, the finishing of this century [1990’s] and the begining 
of a new one. The old building is for exhibition and the new one for 
production.” (Stein 1998:94)
The immensity of this horizontal space makes people rethink their 
perceptions of inside and outside, new and old, sky and earth (Tschumi 
1998:38). Part of the beauty of the scheme is that it activates a space 
that was not in the brief the client never mentioned it so the architectural 
team was free to make use of this space (Tschumi 1998:38).
Tschumi wanted to create a place which was in between, a place which 
was unexpected and where unprogrammed events could occur, “events 
that are not part of the curriculum (Tschumi 1998:38). 
Lessons from Le Fresnoy
There are several important lessons to learn from Tschumi and his 
treatment of the Fresnoy project. 
1- Space is subjective; A group of buildings can become extraordinary 
with one simple strong component.
2- Big is not always bad; In fact in this case the architect saved money 
and materials through a big intervention.
3- Different styles can exist in a juxtaposed state and contribute to a 
beautiful outcome.
4- With the massive roof Tschumi redefined a skyline and imposed 
horizontality on the outer façade. However he still pays respect to the 
sky which used to cover these buildings with the cloud cut outs in the 
roof.
The grand staircase above the entrance to the Fresnoy precinct. (Stein 1998:93)
Interior photo showing suspended walkway, roof and 
building roofs.  (Stein 1998:93)
The grand staircase with the cloud cut outs in the 
background.  (Stein 1998:94)
Highway
New Building
Mu
seu
m 
Afr
ica
Public Space
Roo
f li
ne
Roof frames school
Frames the screen
Design Analysis 
(Fresnoy Dotted)
•Similar industrial context.
•Both were areas in decline with 
vacant buildings.
•Cultural interventions make a 
huge difference in lifting areas out 
of decline.
•Horizon line is created by the 
roof in   Fresnoy project.
•Existing horizon line is extended 
by new roof in Mary Fitzgerald 
Square.
•The roofs of both projects 
create a sheltered useable space 
underneath
•Both roofs frame the interior 
building
•Portal frames of project on Mary 
Fitzgerald Square create useable 
space below, as does wrap around 
roof on Fresnoy.
Portal frames defining space
Fresnoy ProjectThesis Project
 (After Byard 1998:62) 
 (After Stein 1998:93)
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SITE PLAN
GROUND FLOOR PLAN THIRD FLOOR PLAN
SECOND FLOOR PLAN
SECTION B-B
SECTION C-C
SECTION D-D
AXONOMETRIC OF SCHEME
Plans and Sections for Le Fresnoy National Studio for Contemporary Arts, 
Tourcoing, France. Not to Scale. (Byard 1998:62)
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Case Study
Cultural and Congress Centre, Lucerne, Switzerland.
Architect: Jean Nouvel
The city of Lucerne is tucked away in the canton of Lucerne in Switzerland. It is surrounded 
by the Alps giving it a naturally beautiful backdrop. The Lucerne cultural and congress 
centre came about because of the city’s desire to re-establish itself as a venue for the 
International Music Festival. 
“The strong and demanding will of this city (to build one of the best conference halls in 
the world…) was first embodied and carried forward by the vision and optimism of the 
cities former mayor.” (Capezzuto 1998:14)
The project attracted a lot of public interest, support and criticism to the extent that 
a referendum was held to decide whether to hold an international competition for the 
design. (Capezzuto 1998:14) Jean Nouvel won the competition to build the centre, and 
after some indecision on the cities part work began in 1995 (Capezzuto 1998:14). 
The building is surrounded on two sides by the lake and faces a row of nineteenth century 
hotels on the opposite shore (Capezzuto 1998:15) it is also strategically positioned 
between the lake and the old town (Nouvel 1998:52). The Post Office and a refurbished 
railway station by Santiago Calatrava are two important civic buildings close to the centre. 
Zoning laws protected the shoreline of the lake so water from the lake was channeled into 
the square in front of the building. Nouvel adopted the phrase, “If I cannot go to the water, 
the water shall come to me”. (Nouvel 1998:52).
      
The programme consists of: 
i) A symphony concert hall which seats 1840 
 (American acoustics expert Russell Johnson worked on the project).
ii) A multi purpose auditorium which seats 900.
iii) A fine arts museum with a conference hall seating 300.
iv) Two restaurants and a bar. 
(Capezzuto 1998:15)
 
Without a doubt the roof of the building is its most striking definitive feature. The enormous 
roof dominates the water frontage defining a public plaza below 100m long. The cantilever 
The block housing the concert hall (Fessy 1998:12). 
View of concert hall across the lake (Nouvel 1998:55).
View of roof. (Metra 1998:13).
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of the roof is 45m (Nouvel 1998:52). Reflections from the channeled water and the lake 
dance on the underside of the roof which is clad in reflective aluminium. 
“The immense roof over the building in Lucerne catches and reflects the city’s life, the lake 
and its fluctuations” (Metra 1998:16)
On the top floor are two open air viewing decks which sit directly under the roof giving 
magnificent panoramas of the lake. (Nouvel 1998:52).  The connection between art and 
building or art as building is highlighted by the connection between art and mans emotions 
(Baker 1996:8). “Art is the creation of forms symbolic of human feeling”* (Suzanne K 
Langer quoted by Baker, Design Strategies in Architecture, p.8). 
This building stands as an attractive force for the city, proving again that cities are more 
frequently turning to extravagant beautiful buildings designed by big name architects to 
enhance their status and global image. In this building Nouvel has not only managed to 
fufil the brief but also exhibits masterful place making and courage to make the unique / 
outrageous possible and create a new public space in the city.
Public Plaza with lake water channel. (Nouvel 1998:53).
“Beauty is always an exception, always 
despite of. This is why it moves us.”
(Baker 1996:6). 
Section through concert hall. (Nouvel 1998:16).
Design Analysis 
(Lucerne Dotted)
•Both schemes use their roof as a design language.
•Roofs cover public areas.
•At Lucerne there is a backdrop of mountains with lake as public area.
•At Mary Fitzgerald square the backdrop is the city skyline with square as public space.
•Public viewing decks under roofs.
•At Lucerne water is channeled through the building from the lake.
•At Mary Fitzgerald square people are channeled through the building from the square and city.
•The roofs of both projects create a sheltered useable space underneath.
Public Space
Roof creates shelter
Thesis Project Thesis Project
Lucerne Culture and Congress Centre
(After Metra 1998:13).
(After Nouvel 1998:12). (After Nouvel 1998:55)
Thesis Project
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Case Study
Idea Store (concept), London, Borough of Tower Hamlets.
Idea Stores are an innovative new type of public library being pioneered in the London 
Borough of Tower Hamlets. Their aim was to eradicate the perception that libraries are old, 
out of date and unwelcoming. They also wanted to encourage adult learning and found 
that it was next to impossible to get people to use the old library facilities. The stores are 
designed in a “non-municipal, retail style which is both attractive to those who have no 
culture of learning or habit of using libraries” (IFLA 2004:103)
The council conducted surveys of households in the area to find out what the community 
wanted from a library and what kind of facilities would encourage them to use a library. 
One of the answers they got was that people would use the library if it offered a quality 
service (IFLA 2004:104).With this information in hand they approached the marketing firm 
Bisset Adams to help them create an appropriate brand. This was where the Idea Store 
concept came from. (IFLA 2004:107)
The concept of the Idea Store comes from the proximity to major shopping areas and the 
Boroughs dedication to approaching the reinvention of their library from a retail point of 
view. 
“The name ‘store’ reflects not only this retail location but other retail threads too: openness, 
customer focus and retail hours (open until 9pm most days, 10am to 4pm on Sundays)”. 
(Evans 2004:24). 
The design for the libraries is very socially orientated and is based on the following 
principles.
•Providing a highly attractive and accessible environment in which people would choose    
  to spend time.
•Delivering a customer-centred service, responsive to local needs.
•Reversing people’s preconceptions about public libraries and adult learning, and             
  promoting appropriately what was on offer. (IFLA 2004:107)
The idea was to get people who wouldn’t usually enter a library into the library and then 
to keep them there long enough to explain and pomote the various types of learning on 
offer. (IFLA 2004:108).
 
Curved shelving in kids library, Chrisp Street, Architect David Adjaye. (Soar 2004:27)
Materials are simple, rubber mat flooring and unpainted wooden shelving. Chrisp Street, 
Architect David Adjaye. (Soar 2004:26)
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“We had to break down every possible barrier to entry. Large amounts of glazing to enable 
people to see what was going on inside were essential”. (IFLA 2004:109)
Facilities such as newspapers and internet access along with a café was located close to 
the entrance to make it as appealing as possible. Placing fun and non-exclusive activities 
next to the entrance encourages foot traffic to stop and investigate. It was vital to the 
Idea Store design not to have security check point or a check in desk at this point (IFLA 
2004:109).
“The idea in Idea Stores is about more than buildings. Its about learning in its widest 
sense”. Helen Wills Idea Store Program Director. 
The Idea Store is not only about book and computers, it also offers a large variety of 
courses both vocational and leisure e.g. music, health, languages, cookery, ICT, family 
learning. Their ability to run activities is more constrained by the building rather than by 
their vision. At the Whitechapel store they run yoga classes (Idea Store:INTERNET)1.
“Unlike some cultural institutions which may appear a bit daunting, no one needs to feel 
inhibited about entering their library. Everybody can feel they belong here.” (Idea Store 
Libraries:INTERNET)2
Entrance and escalator to the Chrisp Street store, Architect David Adjaye. (Soar 2004:29)
1 Unamed (2007). The Idea Store. INTERNET. www.ideastore.co.uk. Cited 27 September 2007.
2 Unamed (2007). The Idea Store. INTERNET. www.ideastore.co.uk/Libraries. Cited 27 September 2007.
(After Adjaye 2006:197) 
Entrance foyer with 
reception desk
D
ou
b
le
 V
ol
um
e
Ease of access 
from street
Cafe with view of city
(After Adjaye 2006:195) 
Commercial
(red)
Context of thesis project in Newtown with Site in yellow
Retail
(green)
Transport
(blue)
(After Adjaye 2006:197) 
Design Analysis 
(Whitechapel Idea Store Dotted)
For built form analysis Whitechapel Idea 
Store by David Adjaye has been used.
•Located on a major pedestrian thoroughfare 
next to a busy street market 
  (Adjaye 2006:182) 
•Accessible opening hours.
•Access from street is easy.
•Playful colours
•Fun and non-exclusive activities in                            
entrance foyer.
•Double volume spacesSection through entrance and cafe thesis project. Not to Scale.
Entrance foyer with facilities
Double volume cafe
with city view
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Case Study
Peckham Library, London, England
Architect: Will Alsop
South London is made up of a collection of small villages whose identities are slowly being 
eroded. Peckham Library designed by Will Alsop is located in the suburb of Peckham, one 
of these villages. The suburb is struggling with a dilapidated skyline and lumber yards 
making up the context. The population is 50% Afro-Caribbean and “economically and 
socially distressed” (Slessor 2000:138). The library forms part of a fifty million pound 
rejuvenation program set out for Peckham which includes urban regeneration, housing 
and infrastructure. 
“Two sets of forces determine the concept, those of the program and those of the site” 
(Baker 1996:20). 
The programme was a new look way to look at libraries and the site warranted something 
that would be a catalyst for change. One of its aims was to help Peckham rediscover its 
identity and give it a community focal point (Alsop 1998:20)
UME). The library is “an identifiable, civic building that reflects something of the community” 
Will Alsop (Alsop 1998:20)
The buildings unconventional form and spindly legs/columns makes reference to the 
walking building of Archigram in the 1960’s (Slessor 2000:138). Inside the building 
the reading room floor sits on the third floor on top of a disguised truss system and is 
supported by skew columns which also help to brace the structure (Alsop 1998:23).  On 
ground floor the building is thin and long containing a borough information desk this 
leads to a lift which rises through two floors of offices arriving into the main reading room 
(Melvin 2000:25). “You enter a long thin building and emerge into a space which is nearly 
square.”  (Melvin 2000:25). Three pods in the library spaces contain an Afro-Carribbean 
collection of literature, a childrens room/play area and a community meeting room. The 
Afro-Carribbean “pod” is open to the ceiling and there is a ventilator fan and roof lights 
above it (Melvin 2000:26). As alien as the pods are, they somehow feel appropriate in this 
space stepping out of the limits of conventional library design (Melvin 2000:26). There is 
no air conditioning in the building and it is entirely ventilated and cooled passively saving 
up to fifteen thousand pounds a year on running costs (Alsop 1998:20)
There is good natural lighting coming from carefully placed cut out windows on the south 
façade and a collage of coloured glass on the north showing the city. Views out of the 
coloured glass façade give a different perception each time abstracting the experience for 
the viewer (Melvin 2000:25). Located under the massive overhang is a civic square which 
 “Our building for Peckham is about change 
and noise. It is a place of vitality, joy, 
knowledge, community and identity…The 
library is a building to be enjoyed.” 
Will Alsop. (Alsop 1998:20)
The library by night. (Morris 2000:27)
Copper clad facade. (Glover 2000:139)
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links to Peckham High Street it also feeds a multitude of other routes into the surrounding 
suburb. With a remarkably small footprint people can either visit or simply congregate in 
the square (Melvin 2000:22). 
Alsop challenges conventional form making in the design. He refuses to follow function 
and argues that in this era materials no longer constrain what can and cannot stand up 
so why must form follow function? “What informs form? In sculpture this is not a question 
that is asked. But in architecture it is asked all the time. To simply say that I inform the 
form, I like the form, sounds inadequate”. Will Alsop (Alsop 1998:20)
Analysis
Analyzing such a unique building it becomes apparent that although Alsop claims he does 
not follow function, in a way he does. He has created an object building of appropriate 
scale and controversy. Peckham needed a place that was playful and loud a place that 
reflected the community without being patronizing. It adds value to the area and in so 
doing adds value to the people who can now believe that they have something unique and 
special. 
     
Childrens Pod (Morris 2000:25). 
Section through building. (Slessor 2000:139) Context Plan (Morris 2000:22). 
Slender structural members Public plaza created by building
Entrance foyer with reception desk
(After Morris 2000:25) 
(After Morris 2000:27) (After Glover 2000:139) Design Analysis 
(Peckham Library Dotted)
•Creates a public plaza, through its form.
•The form challenges conventional library design.
•Peckham is an economically and socially stressed   
  area.
•The building is not informed by context.
•Views of the city through “cut out” windows
Elevation with basketball hoops and trees in foreground concept 3 thesis project. Not to scale.
Thesis Project
Double 
Volume
(red)
Views over 
city
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Design Generators (on page 72)
1- Weber + Hofer (2004). Lentos Art Museum, Linz, Austria 2003. A&U, No.400, (Jan). p.109.
2- Studio Aisslinger, Werner Aisslinger, (2004). Loftcube, Univeral Music Rooftop, Berlin, Germany 2003. A&U, No.401, (Feb) p.71.
3- CAMINO DE BROADBENT, (1992) Johan Otto Von Spreckelsen. La Grande Arche, La Defense. Architectural Design vol.62 no.1-2 Jan-Feb p.70.
4- 2B Architectes, (2004). The Swiss Pavillion for ARCO, 2003. A&U, No.400, (Jan) p.84-85.
5- CAMINO DE BROADBENT, (1992) Johan Otto Von Spreckelsen. La Grande Arche, La Defense. Architectural Design vol.62 no.1-2 Jan-Feb p.66.
6- Mansilla + Tunon Arquitectos, (2004). Leon Auditorium, Leon Spain, 1994-2002. A&U, No.401 (Feb) p.56.
7- Hilde Bouchez (2005). Playtime with Rem Koolhaas. A&U, No.419 (Aug) p.123.
8- Frank O. Gehry, (2005). The Jay Pritzker Pavillion, Chicago, Illinois, USA 2004. A&U, No.419 (Aug) p.62.
9- HADID,Z. (2005) BMW plant Leipzig - Central Building. A & U.Sept no.419 p.75.
Fordsburg on a Sunday evening at 19:00.
Fordsburg Market
“If secondary diversity flourishes sufficiently and 
contains enough that is unusual or unique, it seemingly 
can and does become, in its accumulation a primary 
use itself. People come specifically for it” (Jacobs 
1961:163). 
An example of this is Fordsburg weekend market. 
People of all races come to the Oriental Plaza  to 
shop as the centre is renown for have cheap quality 
merchandise and material. There is a large residential 
population in Fordsburg so because of this residential 
component a market began on Fordsburg square on the 
weekend especially in the evenings. This market has 
now become so popular that it has become in itself a 
primary use attracting both tourists and Johannesburg 
residents.
Building Concepts
As this thesis has developed over the past seven months the form function and position 
of the building has changed many times. This has been a result of trial and error in 
the begining slowly making way for more developed and reasoned out design. In the 
previous mappings it has been established that Newtown is an area of diverse primary 
and secondary uses. These range from large corporate offices, museums, entertainment 
venues and residential. It has also been established that a large number of people pass 
through Newtown on foot each day.
Although this level of diversity brings a certain amount of activity to the area this could be 
enhanced to the stage where the public square becomes the primary activity. So what kind 
of a building does the area need, what demands could it start to supply and what activities 
could it encourage and help expand?
Mixed use is a word that is thrown around alot in development circles. However this 
doesn’t mean that mixed use is cliche. In Piazza San Marco mixed use in the form of the 
Procuratie Vecchie helped to activate the square (refer to page 21). So it was investigated 
as to what type of a building could activate the square and itself at different times of the 
day when activation is not currently happening. 
“Sheer numbers of people using city streets, and the way those people are spread 
through the hours of the day, are two different matters...it is important to understand 
that numbers are not an equivalent  for people distributed through time of day” (Jacobs 
1961:154). 
The design ideas for programme varied throughout the year starting as a youth 
empowerment and job centre and ending with a library and conference centre with retail 
on ground floor. 
Chapter 7 - Concept Designs
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Design Concept 1
Proposal
•The brief consisted of a Youth Empowerment Centre. 
•The original design concept involved only Stands 240 and 242. 
•The design used the existing buildings. 
•The basement and two floors would either be built upon or renovated. 
•Theory was derived from architect Peter Buchanans* “Loose Fit” concept (Buchanan    
  2005:20). 
•The building made no effort to  address the square. 
Criticism
•This progamme was too small for a thesis topic. 
•The field of research was expanded to include the square.
Makeba Street
Bree Street
Bree
 Street
*Architect and theorist Peter Buchanan curated an exhibition in New York called “Ten Shades of Green” in which he exhibited ten ecologically 
friendly buildings, from this came a list of ten ecologically good design principles of which “Loose fit, long life” is one (Buchanan: 2005).Stand Site Highlighted Yellow Source:Stand Layout from www.joburg.org.za IMS Online Maps
Elevation of scheme showing reused existing buildings. Not to scale.
Structural model of existing building facing east, includes basement ground and first floor.
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Design Concept 2
Proposal
The second design concept revolved around interior private 
and semi-private courtyards.
•Youth empowerment centre remains the primary anchor.
•Entrance to the centre is off Bree Street into a foyer.
•Retail on ground floor.
•Rentable office space in a 6-8 storey tower block. 
•Existing buildings on stands 240 and 242 will be reused.
•Buildings on stands 239 and 582 will be demolished.
•Residential units
•Loft apartments for R3000-R10000 p/m income bracket.
•Short term accomodation for students.
•Margaret Mcingana Street will become part of the square.
•Cafes and a performance space will activate the edge of the  
  square.
•Nikki’s Oasis restaurant will be incorporated.
Jeppe Street
Bree Street
M
akeb
a Street
M
ary Fitzgerald
 Sq
uare
Site plan of scheme. Not to scale.
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Design Concept 2
Criticism
•The space was too introverted.
•The scale of the design was not an appropriate response  
  to the context. 
•The scheme began to interact with the square.
•Not open enough to add to value to the square.
Sections and elevation. Not to scale.
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Context model of Mary Fitzgerald square with existing buildings on site.
Birds eye view of Mary Fitzgerald square with surrounding buildings.
Public Squares
As the design changed from being introverted to addressing the square the focus of 
research changed to public space in the form of squares.
According to Paul Zucker1 there are five types of squares:
1- The enclosed square; self contained.
2- The dominated square; contains a building that the square faces.
3- Nuclear square; a space which is formed around a central point.
4- Grouped square; spatial units are combined to form a larger composition.
5- Amorphous square; space is unlimited. (Moughtin 1992:99)
When looked at in light of Zuckers five archtypes Mary Fitzgerald Square is a dominated 
square. The façade of Museum Africa sets the tone. Its size, both in length and height are 
dominant. The strong entrance with its towers can be seen from the M1 flyover and is the 
predominant feature of the colourful façade. Although its strength in composition is to be 
admired it does not add much activity to the square and when viewed from the highway 
the square is mostly empty or is perceived to be empty. I lived in Johannesburg for five 
years before I saw any value in visiting or using the square.
A public square’s size should be proportionate to the number of people it intends to hold. 
For clues we can look at great squares which are already built. From these squares we 
learn proportions such a 1:4 and 1:6 building height to square width (Davies 2006:89), we 
can also learn about angles of sight such as a person requires an angle of 27 degrees to 
appreciate a building in its entirety (Moughtin 1992:101)
•“Overly large plaza’s have a pernicious influence on their surrounding  structures. The   
latter in turn can never be large enough”, Ibid. (Moughtin 1992:101)
•“Activity in a square is important for its vitality and, therefore also for its visual attraction”  
(Moughtin 1992:87)
•“nodes that attract pedestrians are places within towns and cities where social and 
economic activity is almost inevitable”. Kevin Lynch (Vandeyar 2006:24) 
Activities as can be seen are integral to a pleasant working public space. However on Mary 
Fitzgerald Square, activities are often cut short or simply stopped and never restarted. The 
basketball hoops which were on the square in the earlier months of the year were taken 
out for a promotion by Mini™ and simply not returned for months. These hoops brought 
1 Paul Zucker (1888-1971) was a German born architect, architectural historian and theorist. He wrote many books such as Town and 
Square: From Agora to the Village Green (1959). (Unamed (2007). Architecture and Landscaping: Paul Zucker. www.answers.com. 
Cited 15 October 2007).
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activity to the square throughout the day, with both netball and basketball being played.
“The key to enclosure in the square is the treatment of its corners. Generally speaking the 
more open the corners of the square the less the sense of enclosure, the more built up or 
complete they are the greater the feeling of being enclosed.” (Moughtin 1992:99)
In Mary Fitzgerald Square, corners don’t really exist. The square does share a limited 
uniformity in the height of Museum Africa and the highway overpass. The thesis project 
will exploit this with its building adding to the uniformity in height. 
So what criteria motivates the design?
- Activity
- Enclosure
- Sense of Identity
- Ownership
- Creation of a public space
Playing with form in plan.
Sketch showing the concept of enclosure on the square. Sketch by Mohammed Munchi.
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Sketch section by Muhammed Munchi annotation by Author
Newtown model minus block on my site. 
The square from behind the highway. 
Design Concept 3
Proposal
From the first two design attempts it became apparent that the scale was to intricate for 
the design stage. So taking a step back  a rough context model of Newtown was built to 
start with. 
•The square is not held by anything and leaks its space.
•Mary Fitzgerald Square is regularly used as a venue.
•Design needs to cater for events. 
•C-shaped courtyard on the east end (the site) would start to hold the square
•Create a sense of hierarchy from building to square
•Roof creates a covered space which can be used for events and performances.
•Extending the building into the square creates an edge.
•Sense of enclosure in the square.
•Explore a moveable roof to help control climate in C-shaped courtyard.
7
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Design Concept 3
Criticism
•Form of building is crude and big.
•Heights of buildings is determined by the scale of the highway and market.
•The appropriate scale starts to become apparent.
•Model helped develop performance/public space idea.
“When the public spatial environment is poor, the entire environment will be negative, 
regardless of how well individual buildings are made”. (DEWAR & UYTENBOGAARDT)
Longitudinal Section Through the Square. Not to scale.
Concept design playing with roof form.
Concept design with moving roof.
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Design concept 4 with permeable roof.
Design concept 4 with roof and southern edge treatment.
Initial sketch concept designs showing activity on the square .
Design Concept 4
The space in front of the building becomes a semi-coutyard.
Proposal
The design developed further with various changes: 
•Roof over the square becomes permeable 
•Lighter roof structure creating a partially shaded area
•Treatment of the edge began to lift off ground floor.
•The building is set on pilotis and extends into the square. 
•Edge treatment becomes about the perception of space limits. 
•Pedestrian movement from Jeppe Street onto the square to continue unhindered. 
•Seating on square underneath the building.
•Edge treatment progressing down the square becomes lighter.
•Elements change from building to poles.
8
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Design Concept 5
Proposal
•The form of the roof changes.
•Roof becomes more solid and heavier.  
•The building as a performance space starts to emerge.
•Edge treatment on square becomes a permeable wall.
•Wall mimics the industrial architecture of Newtown.
•Nikki’s Oasis restaurant is retained
•Main building comprises of two parts with joining wing.
•Wall creates activity on Jeppe Street.
8
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Design Concept 6
Proposal
•The walkway between wings becomes a feature.
•Ground floor retail is encouraged through pedestrian traffic.
Criticism
•The building does not address Makeba Street.
•The square is not “held” on the eastern building side.
•Movement from Bree Street is hindered by the existing restaurant.
•The scheme does not respond well to its context.
8
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Design Concept 7
Proposal
•Existing buildings are demolished.
•Butterfly roof
•Symmetrical cores placed off centre from each other.
•Framed windows on east and west facade capture views.
•Library entrance off Bree Street on Ground floor west.
•Shipping containers for hawker stalls on Jeppe Street
•Serviced retail on Bree Street (sinks, hot water).
•Ease of pedestrian movement at ground level through the building.
8
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Design Concept 7
8
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The Open Centre
Why a library?
In an area like Newtown which is constantly under the microscope for development a 
library provides for a building that does not have profit as its bottom line. Libraries are 
publicly funded institutions and as such are not as affected by fluctuations in real estate 
prices as other buildings which are privately owned.  A library is designed to serve the 
community and attracts more users than other institutions. Designing a library provides a 
degree of freedom of design not found in other public institutions.
Aren’t libraries going extinct?
Libraries before the digital era were places for the storage and use of published works.
Since the dotcom boom of the 1990’s the internet has risen in popularity as a source of 
information. This has been compounded by the advent of information communication 
technology (ICT) which permeates everything we do in the twenty first century. 
 
“Then  came the internet revolution, which has the potential to radically change the 
general perception of what a library should be and to question whether the physical 
and stationary library building is relevant in a technological society where access to 
information is, in theory, available twenty four hours a day and from any computer 
terminal in our globalised world.” (IFLA 2004:41)
It has become apparent that even though information is readily available on the world 
wide web there has not been a dramatic decrease in the number of books published or a 
significant increase in these books being released in digital format (IFLA 2004:41).
“Public libraries are part of the cultural and educational fabric of many countries and they 
enjoy fairly unanimous public backing and satisfaction, but this does not mean that other 
cultural institutions and the entertainment world do not pose a threat in our endeavours 
to attract citizens to a library.” (IFLA 2004:42)
A Relevant Library
So what makes a library relevant in the twenty first century?  
“Then  came the internet revolution, 
which has the potential to radically 
change the general perception of what 
a library should be and to question 
whether the physical and stationary 
library building is relevant...” 
(IFLA 2004:41)
Chapter 8 - Final Design
Self-destruction of diversified city areas. From authors notes (Jacobs 1961:243).
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Is it simply a matter of computers and free internet access? 
To make a library relevant its context needs to be studied and related to. In the same way 
that shops and businesses study their client groups, libraries must know their communities 
and target users. The building must be visually attractive and welcoming and have a high 
degree of visibility from the street. If a library can begin to attract first time users who 
would not have otherwise entered a library then it is begining to be relevant.
In the ICT age it is obvious that computers will be provided in a library. The question 
facing twenty first century libraries is how do they manage access and useage of these 
machines. In Newtown the users are from working class predominantly Black and Indian 
social groups. Providing the community with accessible computers and internet is a 
valuable service. Foot traffic along Bree Street is a major contributor to the scheme and is 
also predominantly from a less advantaged social group which can also benefit from these 
services.
The Context
A library will attract a broad spectrum of users including school children from the nearby 
inner city  neighbourhoods of Brickfields, Fordsburg and Chinatown. It will bring children 
into the square after school from two to five o’clock. It will encourage unemployed  or 
retired people to come and use it during the morning from nine to twelve.  Pre-schools in 
the area can make use of programmes that libraries run for  children between the ages of 
three and six.
Facilities in the library such as the homework room or the audio visual auditorium can 
double in the evenings as community facilities. Hosting events like, residents meetings, 
night classes and local business partnerships. In this way “Community facilities like schools, 
Section through Ground floor public entrance to library, showing coloured glass windows info/reception desk for whole scheme plus public internet portals. Not to scale.
Section through the atrium of the building showing the position of the computers. Not to 
scale.
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libraries and community halls can be designed to accommodate more than one function 
at different times of the day”.(CSIR 2001:46). This adds to the diversity of activities in the 
area especially on week nights.
“The library as a social centre seems to appeal to these groups who need a form of 
public space as ‘an oasis in daily life’ or see the library as an integrated part of the local 
community, where the library is a natural framework around this.” (IFLA 2004:48)
Kiosk Shopping and Food Outlets
Due to the position of the building and its design. It creates a short cut while walking across 
the square. Small and medium level retail flourishes in situtations where it has regular foot 
traffic. Through studies of pedestrian movement it has be found that five to ten thousand 
people pass through my site each day. This is an enormous oppurtunity for retail to spring 
up. In fact the amount of retail on Bree Street is a testament to this theory.
On ground floor the building must encourage as much interaction with passers by as 
possible. In turn this encourages more people to stop and experience the building and the 
square. This can be done by designing the building at street level to be interactive and to 
allow space for informal trade as well as formal trade. Careful attention is paid to facade 
detailing.
“The activity generated by people on errands, or people aiming for food and drink is 
itself an attraction to still other people.” (Jacobs 1961:37)
Ground floor shops on Bree Street with pressed steel sun screen facade above. Not to scale.
Informal trading in clothes on corner Bree and Makeba Street.
“see the library as an integrated 
part of the local community, where 
the library is a natural framework 
around this.”  (IFLA 2004:48)
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Office and Conference Facilities
Renting office space in Johannesburg incurs a high overhead cost to small companies, so a 
lot of companies choose to be mobile and when neccessary rent boardroom and meeting 
room facilities. In the same way the demand for meeting venues in the city has increased. 
Companies wish to keep overheads low and prefer to hire conference venues rather than 
maintain them and incur that overhead cost.
In light of an increasing trend of office development in Newtown, (first Gauteng Tourism 
Authority and then Anglo-Ashanti Gold) a conference venue with meeting room facilities 
will be developed. 
 
“When a primary use is combined, effectively , with another that puts people on the street 
at different times, then the effect can be economically stimulating; a fertile environment 
for secondary diversity.” (Jacobs 1961:162)
Facilities provided:
•2x Meeting Rooms
•Administration Office
•Conference Room
•Kitchen
•2x Lounge Area
   
Captured Views 
The importance of capturing the views in a space that offers such beautiful views of the 
CBD and the west of the city is paramount. Throughout the building west, east and south 
views are maximized on. The roof is accessible to the public for viewing of the city. the 
northern facade of the building is shaded with perforated sunscreen providing an altered 
view out onto the city.
“There was an emotional delight arising from a broad view...Would it be possible, in our 
cities, to make this panoramic experience a more common one, for the thousands who 
pass every day?...A well managed panorama seems to be a a staple of urban enjoyment.” 
(Lynch 1960:44)  
The cafe on first floor faces the west with the highway and takes advantage of beautiful 
sunsets. Wherever possible reading rooms are located next to views.
 
The sun setting across the square framed by the highway. 
Roof plan of concept model. Not to Scale
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Ground Floor and the Public Interface
“Concentration of special use or activity along a street may give it prominence in the 
minds of observers.” (Lynch 1960:50)  
Mary Fitzgerald Square and the library complex on ground floor can be approached in a 
variety of ways with regard to their public interface. The degree of the public dealt with 
varies from time of day to pedestrian movement to size of crowd gathered. The building 
looks at breaking activity into three genres;
i) Passing Foot Traffic
Due to Newtown’s position on the edge of the CBD a large amount of pedestrian traffic 
moves through it each day. Naturally traffic volume is higher in the morning and late 
afternoon but traffic continues to flow constantly throughout the day even though it is in 
smaller volumes. See notes on page 31.
ii) Events on the Square
Mary Fitzgerald square can hold events for up to 30,000 people (Newtown Venues:
INTERNET)1. These events vary in program from Jazz Festivals which are pay events to 
public holiday celebrations and the Diwali Festival which is free to the public. Private 
events are generally enclosed in temporary tent structures while for public events open air 
stages are erected.
iii) Sustained Activity on the Square 
Currently activity on the square varies from people watching soccer on the big screen, the 
craft market in front of Market Theatre, restaurants scattered around the square  Moyo at 
Market Theatre, Nikki’s Oasis on Bree Street to Cappellos, Sophiatown and Kaldi’s coffee 
shop in the Gauteng Tourist Authority building. This group of users is not generally bigger 
than one hundred people on a weekday and maybe two hundred to three hundred on the 
weekend.
The design will cater for all three groups encouraging sustained activity.
The ground floor library interface is crucial to the scheme. It is important to portray an 
accessible, non-exclusive and attractive area. The Ideas Store in the London Borough of 
Tower Hamlets is used as a positive case study. In their public interface they strove to 
provide “a highly attractive and accessible environment in which people choose to spend 
time.” (IFLA 2004:107). As such the ground floor needs to be friendly and transparent. 
1 Unamed (2007). Newtown/Venues.INTERNET. www.newtown.co.za/venues. Cited 14 Oct 2007.Entrances to library on ground for foot traffic. Plan not to scale.
BREE STREET
Photo of model from corner Jeppe and Makeba Streets.
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“Large amounts of glazing to enable local people to see what was going on inside were 
essential”. (IFLA 2004:109). Activities visible by pedestrians on the ground floor must 
be inviting, interesting and easily accessible. Some examples of proposed activities are 
public internet points where people may surf the internet for free without logging in. An 
information desk for both the library and square and also displays which advertise to 
passing traffic the benefits and activities run in the library.
“If the informal area is visible from the street and inviting in character, it will serve not 
only to advertise the library building but also to encourage visits from the people who 
don’t usually use the library”. (Myller 1956:51)
The plaza on the Makeba Street side of the building creates a different space. The trees 
cause the temperature to drop and provide shade in this semi-courtyard. People can sit 
and relax taking in views from Turbine Hall and the bustle of Bree Street with its corner 
café.
A pedestrian friendly environment is an environment that has a human scale to it. Steps and 
seats should be at an appropriate height for sitting comfortably. By avoiding blank long 
expanses of wall, facades can be lively and interactive and the perception of a building to 
the passer by can be altered (CSIR 2001:60). The ground floor is four metres high so it is 
approximately one and a half stories. This allows a scale differential which helps to enforce 
in the pedestrians mind that this space is for them, it encourages ease of movement and 
entry in the same way the entrance to a shopping mall is larger than life in scale.
The dimensions and grid throughout the building are based on the imperial foot or 305mm. 
When possible all dimensions are all multiples of this unit. The decision to use the imperial 
foot as a dimension comes from the fact that this unit is based on the proportion of the 
human body. In a library every design decision should be governed by the user’s ease of 
use. Desks, shelving, stairs, windows are all set out on this principle. Materials are sold in 
foot lengths making joinery and construction easier. 
The Square
“If urban space is poorly defined, new buildings must create it. Buildings must, so speak, 
tear no holes in the urban fabric, nor create any special vacuum.” (Trancik 1986:73)
The physical square will stay much the same as it is with no major changes. There will be 
a new sense of enclosure and a change in direction for the dominant facade. When events 
are happening the plaza bordering the square made by the two wings of the building will 
be available to be used as a stage. The large screen TV will move to the buildings west 
facade and will be increased in size. The screen wil be used for televizing sporting events 
and as a backdrop for concerts. 
“Public squares and streets could also 
be designed with flexibility in mind, 
to provide for a range of activities 
that will attract users for extended 
periods”. (CSIR 2001:41)
 
‘If it is our purpose to build cities for the 
enjoyment of vast numbers of people 
of widely diverse background – and 
cities which will also be adaptable to 
future purposes – we may even be wise 
to concentrate on the physical clarity 
of the image and to allow meaning to 
develop without our direct guidance.” 
(Lynch 1960:9)
Design concept 4 with permeable roof.
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Sunscreen detail north facades. Scale 1:20
Elevation Detail showing column and beam colour variation with sunscreen top right. 
Scale 1:20.
The Structure
The Open Centre is a steel framed building with concrete beam and block slabs. The 
reason for this choice of material is from the context of Newtown. Being an industrial 
area there are many examples of concrete and steel frame buildings and their 
prefabricated aesthetic is common throughout the precinct. 
The columns and beams are painted two slightly different shades of red to articulate 
the difference in vertical and horizontal members, also to allow the eye to pick out a 
horizontal members when they are nearly concealed by cladding.
The service cores are made from concrete and clad in brick. This is to physically 
differentiate the uses inside parts of the building. They will be plastered so that joint 
between slabs and beams are not visible.
The idea is to have a strong grounded element supporting the more light and playful 
elements of the building.
Detailing
A library in Johannesburg CBD is quite likely to be a target for theft. So when designing 
it must be close to impossible to get books out of the library other than through 
the appropriate methods. This poses a problem for natural ventilation and openable 
windows.
This problem has been addressed in the following way:
•On north facades there is a perforated steel cladding system which acts as a sunscreen. 
•Behind this sunscreen are sliding doors 
•In summer the doors can be opened to allow ventilation through the sunscreen
•The sunscreens are detailed so books cannot be dropped out of the windows 
•Natural ventilation can take place in a shaded environment.
Sketch Perspectives (p.91-95)
p.91 South west view of building.
p.92 South view of building.
p.93 South view of big screen under the roof.
p.94 View of east side of building with trees on Makeba Street.
p.95 A concert happening in the buildings front court.
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West Elevation    
Proposals 
This section contains ideas that are  important to the design but are either seen as not 
imperative to the project or they are extensions to the design.
Parking
The basement of the project provides parking for over seventy cars, with four disabled 
bays and minibus taxi parking. The vehicular entrance and exit to this parking is located 
on the western side of the square for the following reason. When there are events on the 
square Bree and Jeppe streets are closed to traffi c. By allowing cars to enter the parking 
on the highway side of the square the underground parking is accessible even during a 
major event. 
The project proposes that parking is extended to cover the the whole area beneath the 
square allowing for up to 250 parking bays this would greatly increase the capacity of 
Newtown to host events. This super basement parking has been proposed by council in 
the past.
Extra Fire Escape
Due to the length of the building an extra fi re escape would be advisable. This could 
work on a pulley system which allows an escape stair to be lowered to the ground in 
case of fi re. It could be located between grid lines E, F and 1, 2.
Library Extension
One of the basic rules of libraries is that they need to expand as they grow older. More 
shelf space is always required. Even though we are in the ICT age books are still being 
published at the same rate and the library will still need to expand. On the south west 
wing of the library is a framework of structural members exactly like the members in 
the library. This allows for expansion into this space by simply inserting the horizontal 
members and casting another slab allowing the library to move further into the square 
and gain more space.
Viewing on Roof
The buildings roofs shall be made accessible to the public for viewing of the city and 
also for watching events and spo
South Elevation with possible extensions in red and dashed line.
Basement parking showing proposed super basement (yellow) up to 250 cars.
Basement plan showing current parking layout in scheme.
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Conclusion
We look to the city to help determine our identity. As we come home to reassure ourselves 
of who we are, in the same way we are influenced by the built environment into what we 
believe we should be. In particular by the urban public space. 
A city without a healthy heart will not provide citizens  with a place to find their identity. 
Johannesburg is incredibly diverse yet we continue to live apart, perpetuating our “exclu-
sive” public spaces. We further alienate black and white and follow the direction cities such 
as Los Angeles and Sao Paolo have gone before us. 
With the drive to regenerate the inner city and make Johannesburg a global city by 2030 
we stand at the sunrise of a new day. A day where we have the ability to do what no African 
city has done before us, to reclaim the CBD to become a lively cosmopolitan twenty four 
hour city, a place that not only becomes desirable to live in but simply to be in. 
My treatment of Mary Fitzgerald Square is one step in that direction. I have striven to cre-
ate a square where people bring their kids to play basketball, to shop, to eat and socialize. 
To skateboard on the curved seats outside Museum Africa and play soccer in the corners 
of the square. A square where we can remember who we were, realise who we are and look 
forward to who we can become. A place for escape and romance, a place for our children 
to dream; “to remember things that may never have happened and look forward to things 
that, maybe never will.” (Jacobs 1993:11)
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Appendix 1
The following tables are a selection of libraries programs from which the program for the thesis library was taken.
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